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Ramadan: The Season of Worship” 


Verily, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, and seek His aid 
and forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls, 
and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides none can 
misguide, and whomsoever Allah leaves to go astray none can 
guide. | testify that there is none worthy of worship except Allah, 
alone with no partners. And | testify that our Prophet Muhammad 
is His slave and messenger. May Allah's peace and blessings be 
upon him, as well as his family and companions in abundance. 


Amma ba‘d:!2! 


O Slaves of Allah! Fear Allah as He deserves to be feared, and 
be conscious of Him in secret and in open. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimun:!! 


Allah has favoured some nights and days over others, and He 
has chosen a month and made it the best of months, and He has 
specified it with more virtue than the rest. He revealed the Quran 
in it. During it, the gates of Paradise are opened, the gates of 
Hellfire are closed, the devils are chained, and sins are forgiven in 
it if major sins are avoided. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: "The five daily prayers, one Jumu’ah 
to another, and one Ramadan to another, are an expiation for 
the sins that come in between them, so long as the major sins 
are avoided." (Narrated by Muslim). 


) This khutbah was delivered in Al-Masjid An-Nabawi on Friday the 12" of 
Ramadan 1445AH. 

2] Translator's note: "Amma ba‘d" is a phrase used to separate between the 
introduction and the topic of the sermon. It can be translated as: "To proceed". 

BI Translator's note: "Ayyuhal-Muslimun" is an address meaning: "O Muslims". 
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An-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "Each of 
these mentioned suffices in expiating sins. If there are any minor 
sins that they have committed, they expiate them. If there are no 
minor or major sins, good deeds will be recorded and a person's 
ranks will be elevated through them. And if there are major sins — 
but not minor sins, we hope that they will lighten them." 


Whoever fasts its days out of faith and seeking reward, his 
previous sins will be forgiven; and whoever stands its nights (in 
prayer) out of faith and seeking reward, his previous sins will be 
forgiven (Agreed upon). Shaykh al-Islam (may Allah have mercy on 
him) said: "[What is intended here is] a person's 'faith' that Allah 
has legislated and obligated, that He is pleased with it and 
commanded with, and his 'seeking reward’ with Allah, meaning 
that he does it sincerely seeking His reward." In this month, there 
is a night that is better than a thousand months. 


Fasting protects a person from sins and the Hellfire. The 
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"Fasting is a shield." (Agreed upon). As for its reward, then Allah — 
Ar-Rabb Al-Karim (The Generous Lord) — has taken it upon Himself. 
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"[Allah says:] Every deed of the son of Adam is for himself, 
except for fasting; it is for Me and I shall reward for it." (Agreed 
upon). Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "The 
meaning of this is that the amounts of rewards for deeds have 
been revealed to people, and they are multiplied from ten to 
seven hundred to whatever Allah wills, except for fasting, for Allah 
rewards for it without measure." 


Righteous actions are even better in times of virtue, and the 
best action which brings one closer to Allah is Tawhid and being 
sincere towards Him in all of ones actions. This is what Allah has 
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enjoined upon the whole creation. He — He, Mes High — stated: 
g N hali Bs oia Íi AE 


{And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, 
[being] sincere to Him in religion.} [Al-Bayyinah: 5] 


Righteous actions are not accepted except by following the 
Sunnah of the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon 
him). Obeying the Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be 
upon him) leads to entering Paradise. He (may Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever obeys me will enter 
Paradise." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari). 


Salah (establishing the prayer) is the pillar of the religion. 
Allah has taken a covenant to admit the one who preserves it into 
Paradise. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon 
him) said: "There are five prayers that Allah has obligated upon 
His slaves. Whoever performs them, not having missed any of 
them out of recognition of their importance, has a promise from 
Allah that He will admit him into Paradise." (Narrated by Ahmad). 
Whoever sleeps through the obligatory prayers does not know the 
status of Ramadan, and whoever is lazy in performing the 
voluntary prayers has been heedless of the virtue of this month. 


The Noble Quran is one of Allah's blessings upon this Ummah 
(nation). Allah (may He be glorified) said: 
CEN pele E a EAR A Onesie íi fe ant oe Kal 


{Indeed, Allah has done the believers a ‘great’ favour by 
raising a messenger from among them—reciting to them His 
verses.} [Al Imran: 164] 


The Quran has many names, and numerous characteristics; 
and Allah mentioned it before many of His other blessings: 
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Cll Ze a SEN 
{The Most Merciful. He taught the Quran.} [Ar-Rahman: 1-2] 


Reciting it increase one's faith, and its verses brought many 
great people to tears. Allah praised the one who recites and acts 
by it, and He promised to reward them in full and increase them 
[out of His bounty]. Allah (may He be glorified) said: 


2 Ieee is 


JOB AR ss Bh iy laa Sle tls BT ol OLE gall Bp 
v2 9 22 A E o 29H 
6355 IRE 23) cg oh AOS P JIPE 5g 


{Surely those who recite the Book of Allah, establish prayer, 
and donate from what We have provided for 
them—secretly and openly—[can] hope for an exchange that will 
never fail, so that He will reward them in full and increase them 
out of His grace. He is truly All-Forgiving, Most Appreciative. } 
[Fatir: 29-30] 


The best recitation of the Quran is that which takes place 
during the month it was revealed in. Ibn Abbas (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said: "The Messenger of Allah (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) was the most generous of 
people, and he was more generous in Ramadan, when Jibril would 
meet him. He would meet him every night in Ramadan and review 
the Quran with him" (Agreed upon). Ibn Hajar (may Allah have 
mercy on him) said: "Through everything which was mentioned: 
the time; what was revealed; the one who descended with it; and 
the revision of the Quran; there was an increase in generosity." 
The happiest of people are those closest to the Book of Allah, and 
whoever's heart is prevented from benefiting from the Quran will 
not find guidance in anything else. Allah (may He be glorified) said: 


reyes) cacnles asl 38; AR Eas ce 


a-algasim.com 


Ramadan: The Season of Worship 5 


{Then in what statement after Allah and His verses will they 
believe?} [Al-Jathiyah: 6] 


Standing in prayer during the nights is from the characteristics 
of the people of Paradise. Allah (may He be exalted) said: 


gosaat Jal oA LE BR 


{They used to sleep only little in the night.} 
[Adh-Dhariyat: 17] 


And a person's best prayer — after those which are obligatory 
— is the night prayer. (Narrated by Muslim). Therefore, be 
consistent in the night prayer in Ramadan with the Imam until he 
finishes, so that you may attain Allah's great virtue. The Prophet 
(may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever 
prays with the imam until he finishes, (the reward of) standing 
the whole night in prayer will be written for him." (Narrated by 
At-Tirmidhi). 

Supplication penetrates the heavens until it reaches Allah and 
no one can intercept it. eleh (may He be glorified) said: 


$ DA B65) eas Sea» 


{Your Lord has proclaimed, "Call upon Me, | will respond to 
you'} [Ghafir: 60] 


Allah's hands are extended, constantly giving in abundance by 
day and by night, with His treasures full. The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "The hand of Allah is full. 
It is not diminished by spending, and gives in abundance by day 
and by night." (Agreed upon). So ask Al-Karim (the Most 
Generous) for whatever you desire from the goodness of this 
world and the Hereafter — guidance, righteousness offspring, 
happiness, success, lawful provision, and entry into Paradise — and 
supplicate to your Lord for everything you wish for, and it will be 
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granted to you by the permission of Allah. Allah (the Most High) 
said: 


2 


6153 5) gái Fjal Ta 


BOG ee Bla op 

{When My servants ask you [O Prophet] about Me: | am truly 
near. | respond to one’s prayer when they call upon Me.} [Al- 
Baqarah: 186] 


Saqadah (charity) is a proof of one's faith. The best charity is 
that which is given in Ramadan, and spending one's wealth [in 
what Allah loves] is good for a person. Allah (may He be glorified) 
said: 


re 


SBD SE. eles 


{And spend in charity, that is better for yourselves} 
[At-Taghabun: 16] 


The angels pray for the one who spends every day, asking for 
what he spent to be replaced. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and 
blessings be upon him) said: "Every morning, two angels come 
down and one of them says, 'O Allah, give to the one who spends 
in charity, a replacement,’ and the other says, 'O Allah, give to 
the one who withholds, destruction.'" (Agreed upon). Every 
person will be in the shade of their charity on the Day of 
Resurrection. Among those whom Allah will shade in His shade is 
"a man who gives charity and conceals it to the extent that his 
left hand does not know what his right hand has spent." (Agreed 
upon). One of the regrets at the time of death is neglecting giving 
in charity. Allah (the Most High) said: 

WS Js eA resin eroyaipe= m A J SS ot SBE ye liai 
atii g ot SAS 


{And spend from what We have provided for you before 


S 
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death comes to one of you, and you cry, "My Lord! If only You 
delayed me for a short while, | would give in charity and be one of 
the righteous."} [Al-Munafiqun: 10] 


Performing Umrah in Ramadan has a great reward. The 
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"Verily, [the reward of performing] Umrah in Ramadan is like 
[the reward of performing] Hajj." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari). 


The best of those who perform any action are the ones who 
remember Allah most during it. Therefore, the best of those who 
fast are those who remember Allah most whilst fasting, and the 
best of those who give in charity are those who remember Allah 
most, and so on. 


A sincere and truthful repentance is one of the best acts of 
worship. Ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: "Most 
people do not know the value of repentance or its true reality." A 
slave cannot be complete, nor can he become truly close to Allah 
except through repentance. Allah commanded all the believers to 
repent to Him so that they may attain success. He said: 


Cee A cig Ne SAG 
{And turn to Allah in repentance, all of you, O believers, so 
that you may be successful.} [An-Nur: 31] 


He named Himself "At-Tawwab" (The One who guides His 
slaves to repentance, and then accepts it from them), so that the 
slaves to turn to Him; and Allah is pleased with and shelters 
whoever turns to Him. He changes his sins to good deeds, and the 
best day in a slave's life is the day which he repents to Allah. The 
Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said to 
Ka'b Ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased with him) when Allah 
accepted his repentance: "Rejoice over the best day that has 
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come upon you since your mother gave birth to you." (Agreed 
upon). 


Istighfar (seeking Allah's forgiveness) wipes away sins, and 
repels the punishment. Allah (the Most High) said: 


2 I- 2 IX LY 9 ai 


bya PAY eA SA AN) eS Vash 


{And Allah would not punish them while they seek 
forgiveness.} [Al-Anfal: 33] 


It raises one's ranks, brings abundant rain, increases wealth 
and children, and causes fruits to grow and the rivers to flow. 
Through it, Allah's mercy descends. 


EC EA 2 el A Sae A Tp 


{If only you sought Allah’s forgiveness so you may be shown 
mercy!} [An-NamI: 46] 


It is the way of the Messengers. The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Verily, | seek Allah's 
forgiveness one hundred times in a day." (Narrated by Muslim). 


A woman is commanded with the acts of worship that men 
are commanded to perform, such as: reciting the Quran, Dua 
(supplication), Sadaqah (charity), Dhikr (remembering Allah), 
Tawbah (repentance), Istighfar (seeking Allah's forgiveness) and 
Qiyam Al-Layl (the night prayer). However, her prayer in her home 
is better than her prayer in the masjid. The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "And their homes are 
better for them." (Narrated by Ahmad). 
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Wa Ba‘d!4!, Ayyuhal-Muslimun: 


Fasting is a great act of worship in Islam. Abu Umamah (may 
Allah be pleased with him) said: "I came to the Prophet (may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) and said: 'Give me a 
command that | can take from you.' The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) responded: 'You should fast, 
for there is nothing like fasting.' (Narrated by An-Nasai). The smell 
caused by this act of worship is better in the sight of Allah than 
musk. The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) 
said: "The smell from the fasting person’s mouth is better in the 
sight of Allah than the fragrance of musk." (Agreed upon). 


The days of Ramadan are passing by, and the wise person is 
the one who takes advantage of them. Life is nothing but a 
number of breaths one takes, and a restricted amount of time, 
and the days are steps towards this time passing by. So, work 
diligently, have hope, and rejoice. The one who is at loss is the one 
who turns away from the obedience of Allah or is preoccupied 
from it. The truly deprived one is the one who is deprived of 
goodness in Ramadan. The lesson is in the perfection of endings, 
not in the deficiency of beginnings, and actions are judged by their 
conclusions. 

A‘udhu billahi min ash-shaytanir-rajim"! 
FEM isis 6 seh We als (aes Vole cal Giy 
dt ori 31S 


{O you who have believed, bow and prostrate and worship 


[1 Translator's note: When coming at the end of a sermon, this phrase can be 
understood to mean: "To conclude". 

2] Translator's note: This phrase means: "I seek refuge in Allah from the accursed 
Shaytan". 
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your Lord and do good so that you may be successful.} [Al-Hajj: 
77] 


May Allah bless me and you by The Great Quran. 
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The Second Sermon 


All praise is to Allah for His excellence and kindness, and 
gratitude is due to Him for His guidance and favours. | testify that 
there is none worthy of worship except Allah alone having no 
partners, glorifying Him; and | testify that Muhammad is His slave 
and messenger, may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him, as 
well as his family and companions in abundance. 


Ayyuhal-Muslimun: 


Allah has legislated fasting in Ramadan, and He has made it 
the fourth pillar of Islam. The objective behind this is to attain 


piety. 


{O believers! Fasting is prescribed for you—as it was for those 
before you—so perhaps you will become pious.} [Al-Bagarah: 183] 


So the Muslim must be conscious of Allah, beware of anything 
which ruins his fast, and he should protect his tongue, hearing and 
sight from whatever Allah has prohibited. The Prophet (may 
Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: "Whoever does not 
give up false speech and acting upon it, and ignorance (i.e. the 
actions of the ignorant, or mistreating others), Allah has no need 
of him giving up his food and drink." (Narrated by Al-Bukhari). 


Because of the status of fasting, the Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) prohibited obscene speech, 
arguing and raising one's voice during it. The Prophet (may Allah's 
peace and blessings be upon him) said: "When it is a day when 
one of you is fasting, let him not utter any obscene speech that 
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day or raise his voice." (Agreed upon). If a person is tested with 
someone ignorant, he should not respond with evil similar to his. 
The Prophet (may Allah's peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"If anyone reviles him or tries to fight with him, let him say: 'I am 
a man who is fasting.'" (Agreed upon). Imam Ahmad (may Allah 
have mercy on him) said: "A fasting person should guard his fast 
from his tongue and not argue. When the [Salaf (predecessors)] 
would fast, they would sit in the mosques and say: 'We preserve 
our fast and do not backbite anyone."" 


Thereafter, know that Allah has commanded you to invoke 
His peace and blessings upon His Prophet... 
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